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SUBJECT: PROGRESSIVE PARTY PRIMARY RESULTS: LAST HURRAH FOR 
THORARIN THORARINSSON? 

REF: (A) 77 REYKJAVIK 1810; (B) 77 REYKJAVIK 1680; (C) 77 
REYKJAVIK 1647 

1 . SUMMARY: ICELAND'S SECOND LARGEST POLITICAL PARTY, PRO- 
GRESSIVE PARTY (PP), HELD ITS REYKJAVIK PRIMARIES FOR ALTHING 
(NATIONAL PARLIAMENT) AND CITY COUNCIL SEATS ON JANUARY 21 
AND 22 WITH SOME SURPRISE RESULTS. AFTER 20 YEARS IN 

ALTHING ONE OF PARTY'S "GRAND OLD MEN" THORARIN THORARINSSON, 
HEAD OF PP PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION AND EDITOR OF PP DAILY 
TIMINN, SLIPPED TO THIRD PLACE ON PARTY SLATE FOR REYKJAVIK 
PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY, THEREBY VIRTUALLY PRECLUDING 
HIS RETURN TO PARLIAMENT IN NATIONAL ELECTIONS LATER 
THIS SPRING. (PP, EVEN IN BEST OF TIMES, HAS BEEN ABLE 
TO ELECT ONLY TWO PARLIAMENTARIANS FROM REYKJAVIK.) 

FOREIGN MINISTER EINAR AGUSTSSON MADE VERY STRONG 
SHOWING AND EASILY PICKED UP FIRST PLACE ON PARLIAMENTARY 
LIST WHILE POLITICAL NEWCOMER GUDMUNDUR THORARINSSON WALKED 
AWAY WITH SECOND PLACE. IN PP CITY COUNCIL PRIMARY, INCUMBENT 
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ALFRED THORSTEINSSON DROPPED TO SIXTH PLACE ON PP LIST, LOSING 
ANY REAL CHANGE TO BE RETURNED TO THE CITY COUNCIL. PP VOTERS IN 
PRIMARY FOLLOWED PATTERN PREVIOUSLY NOTED IN IP AND SPD REYKJAVIK 
PRIMARIES OF EXPRESSING DISSATISFACTION WITH CERTAIN INCUMBENTS. 

2. PROGRESSIVE PARTY (PP) PRIMARY IN REYKJAVIK DREW 
EXCELLENT TURNOUT OF OVER 6000 VOTERS, EQUIVALENT 
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TO 80 PERCENT OF PP VOTES IN REYKJAVIK DURING LAST 
NATIONAL ELECTION. VOTERS RANK-ORDERED LISTS OF 
PP CANDIDATES FOR BOTH REYKJAVIK CONSTITUENCY IN 
PARLIAMENT AND REYKJAVIK CITY COUNCIL AND, IN PROCESS, 

PROVED SOME SURPREISES FOR MOST OBSERVERS, PARTICULARLY 
IN RATING OF THORARINSSON. IN LAST ELECTIONS THORARINSSON AND 
FOREIGN MINISTER AGISTSSON WERE IN FIRST AND SECOND PLACE 
RESPECTIVELY ON PP LIST AND IT HAD BEEN EXPECTED THAT, AT MOST, 
THEIR RESPECTIVE POSITIONS MIGHT BE REVERESED THIS TIME. 

AGUSTSSON EASILY WON FIRST PLACE, GARNERING ALMOST AS 
MANY FIRST PLACE VOTES AS NEXT TWO CONTENDERS 
COMBINED. NEWCOMER GUDMUNDUR G. THORARINSSON MADE 
SURPRISINGLY STRONG SHOWING AND PICKED UP SECOND PLACE. 
THORARINN THORARINSSON BARELYMANAGED TO GET THIRD 
SPOT ON TICKET IN VERY CLOSE RACE WITH TWO OTHER CONTENDERS. 
(SVERRIR BERGMANN AND KRISTIAN FRIDRIKSSON). AFTER RESULTS 
WERE IN, GUDMUNDUR THORARINSSON STATED TO REPORTERS THAT HEW 
WAS VERY PLEASED WITH HIS SUCCESS, PARTICULARLY BECAUSE THE 
"PARTY MACHINERY" HAD BEEN AGAINST HIM. WHEN EINER AGUSTSSON WAS 
ASKED TO COMMENT ON THIS REMARK, HE STATED THAT HE KNEW OF NO 
"PARTY MACHINERY" WITHIN PP. HOWEVER, AGUSTSSON THEN IMPLIED THAT 
HE PERSONALLY WAS NOT PLEASED WITH GUDMUNDUR'S SUCCESS. IN 
LATER COMMENT, AGUSTSSON EXPRESSED HIS REGRETS OVER THE 
DEFEAT OF HIS COLLEAGUE THORARINN THORARINSSON. 

3. IN CITY COUNCIL PRIMARY, INCUMBENT ALBERT THORSTEINSSON 
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DROPPED FROM HIS FORMER POSITION OF SECOND ON PP LIST TO SIXTH 
AND AS A RESULT WILL NOT, IN ALL PROBABILITY, BE RETURNED TO 
CITY COUNCIL WHEN MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS TAKE PLACE IN LATE SPRING. 
(GENERALLY ONLY THE TWO PP'S ON TOP OF LIST MANAGED 
TO GET ELECTED TO THE COUNCIL.) THORSTEINSSON HAD 
BEEN TARGET OF RATHER UNSAVORY SCANDAL TWO MONTHS 
AGO (REF A) AND HE ATTRIBUTED HIS LOSS DIRECTLY TO 
ACCUSATIONS STEMMING FROM SCANDAL. TWO YOUNG PP 
MEMBERS, GEDUS STEINTHORSDOTTIR AND EIRIKUR TOMASSON, 

RECEIVED SUBSTANTIALLY MORE VOTES THAN THORSTEINSSON 
AND TOOK SECOND AND THIRD SPOTS RESPECTIVELY ON LIST. 

4. COMMENT: SOCIAL DEMOCRATS AND. TO LESSER EXTENT. 

INDEPENDENT PARTY IN THEIR PRIMARIES HAD ALREADY 
HANDED SOME SETBACKS TO OLDTIME PARTY MEMBERS (REFS B 
AND C). PP VOTERS APPARENTLY FELT TIME HAD COME FOR 
THEM TO DO LIKEWISE. THERE IS HOWEVER SOME QUESTION 
LOCALLY AS TO HOW WELL THE PRIMARY RESULTS FOR ANY 
GIVEN PARTY REALLY REPRESENT VIEWS OF PARTY FAITHFUL. 

IP, SDP AND PP PRIMARIES WERE ALL OPEN AND THUS 
MEMBERS OF THE OTHER PARTIES COULD FREELY PARTICIPATE 
AND THEREBY INFLUENCE OUTCOME. PRIMARY LOSERS HAVE 
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BLAMED THIS FACTOR FOR THEIR DEFEATS, WHILE WINNERS, 

OBVIOUSLY, HAVE TENDED TO DISCOUNT EFFECTS OF THIS 
SO-CALLED "CROSS OVER" VOTE. 

5. IF REPORTS OF FRICTION BETWEEN AGUSTSSON AND HIS 

NEW COLLEAGUE GUDMUNDUR THORARINSSON ARE TRUE, PP 

FORTUNES IN IMPORTANT REYKJAVIK CONSTITUENCY WILL 

NOT BE HELPED. NEVERTHELESS AGUSTSSON'S OWN POSITION WITHIN PP HAS 

BEEN GIVEN SOLID BOOST BY HIS VERY STRONG SHOWING IN THE PRIMARY. 

BLAKE 
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